Post-conference report from the student day at ATACD Conference in Barcelona, 9th of December 2009. 

The day before the ATACD Conference in Barcelona I participated in the student day organized by research students connected with the ATACD project. The day was designed as a full day event for sharing and exchanging knowledge around topology as an approach to study cultural change. Approximately 25 doctoral students attended the event, representing a variety of disciplinary backgrounds. 

In the morning a “Student Workshop” took place exploring different aspects of topology organized around 4 central keywords: Interaction, Interactivity & complexity, Mapping & pattern and Migration. In the different groups topology was discussed as a tool, metaphor, practice or methodology for innovative research methods. We touched upon this within a variety of fields such as; digital network location tools (the issue crawler), in affective techniques of social organizations (dept-collection and innovation practices), in the artistic field of dance and bodily movement, in the broadcast media and in relation to physics. After this session professor Xin Wei Sha (from the Topology Media Lab at Concordia University) held an interactive workshop on elementary mathematical notions of topology. The workshop included physical experiments with modelling clay, ink dissolving into water and smoke dissolving into air. This performance lead to an understanding of topology beyond mathematical abstraction, as a concrete material engagement. The exercise touched upon movement in space without numbers to measure or articulate variations in intensity.  
In the afternoon Alex Arenas (from Universitat Rovira i Virgili Rosi) gave a presentation on “Topological Hysteresis in a mechanistic evolutionary social model” – asking the question of how social cohesion evolves in relation to formation of social networks and mobilization of people. The talk emphasized the notion of crisis as a transformative event. The last speaker was Celia Lury (from Goldsmiths, University of London), she ended the presentations with a session on topology form a sociological point of view emphasizing ‘a turn to the surface’ raising the question of a topological surface as a space in itself and the implications for the way in which we think of transformation in space in relation to the index, brand interfaces and numbers as semiotic devices. In the end we had a plenary discussion with Xin Wei Sha, Alex Arenas and Celia Lury in the panel. The presentations and discussions offered some concepts more supple and adequate to different phenomena, such as economics and cultural dynamics, than network theories. In this sense the student day informed my study of artistic innovation practices. It helped me to understand the properties of a topological space and how that might affect the way I frame my methodology investigating artistic practices as being performative spaces in themselves. Furthermore, the day was a nice experience prior to the main conference and the connections made to other research students across disciplines in an informal way. 

